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the Bears. But given what happened in the 
last couple of months, 10 wins ain’t so bad. 

With an 8–0 record, one of the best of-
fenses in recent memory, and perhaps the na-
tion’s best quarterback-receiver tandem, this 
team was looking more and more like a shoo- 
in for the Playoffs. But, that 8th win came with 
a price. Baylor’s quarterback, Seth Russell, 
left the game in the third quarter with what ap-
peared to be a strained back. As it turned out, 
Russell broke a bone in his neck, and would 
soon be ruled out for the rest of the season. 
The team now had to turn to a true freshman 
quarterback in Jarrett Stidham. Stidham— 
though a highly touted prospect with loads of 
talent—was still only a teenager and had 
never played in a meaningful college football 
game in his young career. His first start came 
on the road against Kansas State. Stidham 
would go on to have one of the best perform-
ances by a true freshman quarterback in 
NCAA history, going 23–33 for 419 yards and 
3 touchdowns. As a reward for that perform-
ance, Stidham got to play top-10 Oklahoma 
the following week. 

In his second career start, Stidham wasn’t 
nearly as fortunate as he was in his first. He 
threw two interceptions in the game and was 
punished by the Sooner defense, often seen 
limping. Baylor would go on to lose on their 
home turf, 44–34. The season could still be 
salvaged, especially with a trip to Oklahoma 
State coming up, ranked sixth in the nation. 
Stidham was only able to play a half as he left 
the game in the third quarter, but the Bears 
would wind up with a win on the road against 
the undefeated Cowboys, obliterating them 
45–35, though the game was never as close 
as the final score indicated. 

After leaving the Oklahoma State game 
early with an injury, Stidham was soon also 
ruled out for the rest of the season, meaning 
the Bears would have to turn to third-string 
quarterback, Chris Johnson, for the remainder 
of the season. Given how he played in relief 
of Stidham against Oklahoma State, the Bears 
felt pretty confident in Johnson’s abilities. But 
in Johnson’s first career start on the road 
against an equally battered and bruised TCU, 
he faced an additional opponent—the weather. 
Near freezing temperatures coupled with non-
stop rain and gale-force winds messed up with 
both offenses, as the typically high-scoring 
Baylor Bears and TCU Horned Frogs were 
held to just 14 points each through 4 quarters. 
TCU would end up pulling off the win in dou-
ble overtime, 28–21. 

In the regular season finale, Baylor played 
an old rival at home, the Texas Longhorns. 
After Johnson, Baylor’s third-string—and only 
remaining—quarterback left the game in the 
first quarter, Baylor was forced to play the re-
maining game with a receiver at quarterback, 
almost solely running the football. Baylor went 
on to lose that game 23–17, though it wasn’t 
for a lack of effort. After falling behind 20–0 in 
the third quarter, the Bears came storming 
back with 17 unanswered points. After a 
Texas field goal made the score 23–17, Baylor 
would get the ball back with a chance to win 
the game in the closing minutes, though not 
having the ability to throw the ball competently 
made this prospect all the more daunting. 
After a failed Hail Mary attempt in the closing 
seconds—which was thrown by the team’s 
third-string running back—the Bears fell to the 
Longhorns 23–17. 

There they were, sitting at 9–3, after coming 
into the season hoping for a 12–0 record and 

a berth in the College Football Playoffs. As 
disappointing as 9–3 might have seemed, the 
team and its fans had to be proud of the way 
this team overcame the many obstacles put in 
front of it. Coach Briles and his team never 
gave up, despite all of their setbacks. 

Riddled with injuries, the Bears were now 
looking forward to playing the top-10 ranked, 
11–2 North Carolina Tar Heels in the Russell 
Athletic Bowl, fresh off a close loss to number 
1 ranked Clemson in the ACC championship 
game. About a week before kickoff, the Bears 
learned that not only would they be without 
their first- and second-string quarterbacks, but 
that they would also be without their first-string 
running back and their best receiver, 
Bilitnekoff winner and NFL-bound Corey Cole-
man. Nobody in the world of college football 
would have batted an eye if the Bears lost, as 
they were expected to. But, much to the cha-
grin of the number 10 team in the land, the 
Bears tossed out the script and wrote their 
own version of the game. 

The Bears put together one of the best per-
formances of the season, amassing a record- 
breaking 645 rushing yards against a pre-
viously stout defense. The Bears, known for 
their prolific pass offense, only threw for 111 
yards. But with the way the team was running 
the ball they didn’t need to throw it. The Tar 
Heels were no match for Baylor’s quick run-
ning backs and powerful offensive line. The 
Bears’ physicality and Coach Art Briles’ ability 
to adapt to ever-changing circumstances led 
to the team’s 49–38 victory in the Russell Ath-
letic Bowl, but once again the game was 
never as close as the final score indicated. 
With the win, the Bears finished the season at 
10–3, their third-straight 10-win season and 
fourth in the past five years. This is a far cry 
from where the program was 10 years ago. 

Though the Bears came into the season 
with national title hopes, this team should be 
proud of what it accomplished. Given the hand 
it was dealt, nobody would have blamed the 
Bears if they finished at 8–4 or 8–5. But this 
team pushed through the pain and battled, de-
feating two top-10 teams in their last four 
games of the season, despite missing several 
of its best players. 

I’d like to congratulate the Baylor Bears for 
their successful 2015 season and exhilarating 
win over the number 10 North Carolina Tar 
Heels in the 2015 Russell Athletic Bowl. They 
made the state of Texas proud. I look forward 
to watching the team play next season. If the 
Bears got the injury curse out of the way in 
2015, then watch out. I’m not a betting man, 
but if I were, I wouldn’t bet against a healthy 
Bears squad in 2016. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHAD CARLSON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Chad 
Carlson, Bondurant-Farrar Middle School Prin-
cipal, on his recent award as Administrator of 
the Year from the Iowa Association of Student 
Councils. Chad has been a dedicated public 
servant helping to educate the future of 
Iowa—its students. 

Chad was nominated for this award by the 
Bondurant-Farrar Middle School student coun-
cil. Students cited his ability to integrate a 
number of programs to help the students: anti- 
bullying awareness, welcoming efforts for new 
students, and assisting with educational stu-
dent travel to Washington, D.C. Through 
Chad’s leadership, students were able to rep-
resent Iowa at the Leadership Excellence and 
Development Conference in the nation’s Cap-
ital. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
dedicated public servants like Chad in the 
United States Congress. It is Iowans like Chad 
that make me proud to represent our great 
state. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Chad on receiving this pres-
tigious award, and wishing him and his stu-
dents nothing but continued success in the 
years to come. 

f 

HONORING CHRISTENE CHADWICK 
MOSS 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Christene Chadwick Moss for her 25 
years of service to the students and schools of 
Fort Worth as a member of the Fort Worth 
ISD Board of Education. 

Mrs. Moss is a product of the Fort Worth 
Independent School District, having attended 
Como Elementary School and graduated from 
Como High School. She continued her edu-
cation at Tarrant County College, earning an 
ADA degree before going on to earn her 
Bachelor of Science at Texas Wesleyan Uni-
versity and a Master’s degree from Texas 
Women’s University. 

First elected to the Fort Worth ISD Board of 
Education in 1990, Mrs. Moss’s leadership has 
been critical to the continued success of Fort 
Worth’s schools and students. Long committed 
to improving community and student input, she 
created the first FWISD Community and Stu-
dent Forums in 1994 and 1995. 

Additionally, Mrs. Moss was able to balance 
budget priorities while reinstating art and 
music into primary school curriculum as well 
as establishing Fort Worth ISD’s first strategic 
performance plan with high standards and ac-
countability measures. 

The Fort Worth community has long recog-
nized Mrs. Moss’s contributions to the area’s 
students. C.C. Moss Elementary School was 
named in her honor and the Salvation Army 
named its children’s library in her honor to 
commemorate her assistance in establishing a 
facility for homeless students. 

Along with her commitment to education, 
Mrs. Moss is an active member of the Ebe-
nezer Missionary Baptist Church, singing in 
the church choir and participating in their 
health ministry. She serves on the Executive 
Manager’s Board, Usher Board, the Nurses’ 
Guild and is president of the Vision of Women 
Ministry. 

As a registered nurse by training and voca-
tion, Mrs. Moss currently works with the Texas 
Department of Aging and Disability Services. 
She has also served as an adjunct professor 
of financial management at Tarrant County 
College. 
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